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3 eb Bush may have vetoed legislation
proposing state ethics reforms, but
Senate President Tom Lee says he will
use his position to make sure the Senate
will adhere to the legislation’s provisions
even though they didn't

become law.  Leesmessage s clear
and uncompromising.
cankeep lobbyistsfrom  He wpants eth ics
reform, no exceptions.

Good for him. Ifhe

serving in policy-mak-
ing positions on state
governing boards with-
outalaw, he should. Lee made
passage of the law a priority dur-
ing the legislative session be-
cause he believes lobbyists have
too much influence on the Legis-
lature.

But Bush killed the measure, object-
ingto a provision that would have made
officials who work for the executive
branch wait two years before they can
lobby. Therestriction already applies to
the legislative branch.

Bush said the provision would hurt
efforts to recruit state employees who
may later move to private firms that lob-
by state government.

But the reasonable restrainthasn’t
harmed the Legislature. Top businesses
frequently require employees to signa
no-compete agreement that limits fu-
ture employment opportunities.

[tappears the governor simply wants
to make sure his staff can cash in before
and after he leaves office.

Regardless of the veto, Leeisintent on
removing lobbyists from governing

Lee
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boards and since the Senate must ap-
prove appointments, he exerts consider-
able clout. His stand even cost fellow Re-
publicanJohn Grant the chairmanship
of the state ethics commission. Lee’s leg-
islation would have pre-
vented registered lobbyists
from sitting on the ethics
commission.

Grant, aformer state sen-
ator, registered lobbyist and
founding member of the
commission, supported the legisla-
tion. But he thought he could get
around the prohibition since his ap-
pointment came before the law
would have taken effect.

But Lee had made clear, regard-
less of the timing of the appointment or
the governor’s veto, he’ll use his legisla-

- tive authority to make sure the prohibi-

tion applies to everyone.

“The minute thatlegislation passed
the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, there was never going to be anoth-
er lobbyist appointed to the ethics com-
mission, period,” Lee said.

So Grant, who has been an effective
member of the commission is out, and
Tampalawyer Tom Scarritt, a Democrat,
has assumed the chairmanship.

Lee’s message is clear and uncompro-
mising. He wants ethics reform, no ex-
ceptions. It’s too bad the governor
doesn’tappear as committed to freeing
state government from such precarious
entanglements.



