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The city in August revised the 1970s-era adult-
use ordinance by clearly defining requirements
and updating language after Taurus filed its
lawsuit and asked for a temporary injunction. The new ordinance would also prohibit the club in its
proposed location, a former truck repair shop.

"I honestly thought that we had solid issues," Mason said. He plans to file a motion for a rehearing and
clarification of the language written in the appeals judges' decision.

Mason said he thinks a sentence in the written ruling regarding the legality of the city revising the
ordinance is unclear. The judges wrote: "Taurus' argument that the amended ordinance is void ... is not
supported by record evidence that the process by which the ordinance was enacted was legally deficient."

Mason said that to him, it sounds as if the three appeals judges felt that Taurus simply did not present
enough facts or arguments to support its position.

"At best, it's confusing," Mason said of the passage. "At worst, it's wrong. That bothers me."

Taurus' motion for a rehearing can be granted, the language could be clarified or the appeals judges could
just "summarily deny it and not do anything," Mason said.

Tampa attorney Tom Scarritt, who represents the city, said he is "extremely pleased" with the decision and
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that the denial of the permit was found "constitutionally sound."

Reporter Ray Reyes can be reached at (813) 865-4433 or rreyes@tampatrib.com.
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